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Match Report
Kent v Essex at Woolston Manor

Due to late withdrawals Kent could only field nine players in their annual friendly against Essex.  This meant Kevin O’Connell having to play against morning foursomes pair and two singles in the afternoon.  Additionally, with Kevin just returning to competitive golf after glandular fever and Jack Gilbert experiencing back problems, Kent’s confidence was not at its highest.
The morning foursomes were shared 2½ to either side but with Essex winning their matches more impressively.  In the afternoon singles Michael Saunders lost to Ryan Adair, Jerome Titlow lost to Gary Oliver but Charlie Wilson gained a victory on the 18th green to keep Kent in the match.  However, impressive wins by Ross Dee and Andy May re-established Essex’s lead and with Jack Gilbert gallantly playing on although in some discomfort, Kent needed to win all four remaining matches to gain a draw.  But with Rudi I’Anson not quite able to hold on to his one hold advantage and Kevin O’Connell winning one of his two singles Essex obtained a 9 matches to 6 victory.  A deserved win for Essex.

Pride of place for Kent was newcomer Jamie Howell who completed his 5 & 4 win with a hole in one on the 14th.

Kent thanked Woolston Manor for hosting the match, Essex for the match played in excellent spirit and all Kent players for making themselves available.
