SE EGU Junior Qualifier (Six Man Team) at Blackmoor Golf Club, Hampshire
Wednesday 1st June 2011

Competition Report:

Team: Connor Fletcher (Capt), Adam Clough, Jack Colegate, Freddie Price, Jake Spearpoint & Liam Sutton. 	Reserve Adam Wells.

The competition this year was played on a fantastic course in Hampshire where the Selbourne Salver is played annually.  It was a tough heath land course just north of Petersfield.

Steve Mitchell PGA had completed the course preparation for the lads and took them out onto the course for the practice round; again another course where the driver could often remain in the bag. Whilst this was going on a decision had to be made as to who was going to be the reserve on the day. This was really tough and the final decision was made with only minutes to spare before the 4.00pm deadline. We agreed on Adam Wells in the end but it was very difficult as all the lads were playing well and fully involved in preparing for the following day.

The first round scoring throughout the competition seemed to be generally very poor and Kent finished up in third place behind the inevitable Surrey and Essex. An excellent 63 from Surrey lad Greg Payne was the main difference between those top three sides. The Kent score that was eliminated from the first round scores was that of Liam Sutton. Liam was playing well but unfortunately finished badly. On the final hole he had a triple bogey having hooked a ball from the heather onto the clubhouse balcony! The ball could have so easily rebounded off the wall towards the hole but didn’t!  Connor Fletcher had the best round of the Kent lads with a very good 70 (one over).
We needed some better scoring in the second round if were to do some catching up. However, it also required Surrey not to perform quite so well. There were only 4 sub par rounds in the whole competition and Connor was one of them with an excellent 67 (two under). This was a very solid round and was complimented by level par rounds from Jack Colegate and Jake Spearpoint.  Liam Sutton and Adam Clough improved on their first round scores but the usual reliable Freddie Price unfortunately didn’t.  Adam Wells did a magnificent job of caddying for Jake all day.

The final outcome was that Kent did not make any head way on Surrey who both had excellent 352’s (best team scores of the day) but did manage to take second place from Essex. A great comeback performance from the lads.  Some good news from the experience is the fact that of the team of seven lads, five of them are available for next year’s event at Effingham Golf Club, Surrey.

Many thanks for the support and company over the two days from Chris Tappin (President), Dave Oldcorn and Steve Mitchell.
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