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Match Report
Kent v Dorset - 7th August 2011 at Prince’s GC
Kent’s match versus Dorset was played at a sunny but windy Prince’s Golf Club with the combined Dunes/ Himalayas course in fine condition. 

In the morning foursomes Kent were led out in the first match by Levi Johnson & Liam Sutton who again combined well to beat Dorset’s Dean Barnes and Kevin Robinson 3&2.  With the experienced pairing of Michael Saunders/ Jon Bell losing an early lead and Jack Colegate /Connor Holyoake being 4 down on the 10th tee, it appeared that Kent hopes rested on Jerome Titlow/Darren Timms to try to keep the match level.  Jerome and Darren, being one up down 18th played excellently to get up and down from heavy greenside rough to maintain their one hole advantage when a halved match looked likely. With Saunders/ Bell losing to the on form Dorset pairing of Dave Cook and Tom Leech this only left Colegate/ Holyoake still on the course, a match that both sides thought was in the bag for Dorset. In a lesson of  “expect the unexpected” this match probably sets a precedent with the Kent pair being 4 down on the tenth tee and 3 down after 14 holes fighting back to gain a half when all looked lost. Disappointment for Dorset with Kent leading two & half to one & half at lunch.
In the afternoon singles Liam Sutton highlighted his potential winning 6&5 and with both Darren Timms and Jerome Titlow winning their matches, Kent got to 5 and a half points needing just one more win for victory. However, with Dorset wins by Kevin Robinson, Giles Legg, Dave Cook and Tom Leech levelled the match at 5 and a half points each. All to play for.

In the remaining match with Jack Colegate at one down on 17th tee to Dorset’s Tom Peacock and it was the visitors who felt confident of overall victory. Again “expect the unexpected” Jack won the 17th to square the match and with a fine running chip and short putt at the difficult 18th to win his match by one hole and to give Kent 6 and half points to Dorset’s 5 and half.  Disappointment for Dorset and relief for Kent.
Both counties thanked Prince’s Golf Club for the use of their excellent facilities.

