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Match Report
Kent v Surrey at Hankley Common

Kent's opening match of 2011 was against Surrey who are historically the strongest County in the South-East. 

Kent were away at Hankley Common  Golf Club, an excellent venue both in terms of hospitality and its course which is considered one of the finest inland courses in England due to its pine tree lined fairways with extensive gorse and heather.

In the morning foursomes, after 12 holes Kent were ahead in the first three matches. In the fourth match Plant/O'Connell were fighting hard against Crockett/Williams but were 3 down at the turn. The Captain was therefore  hopeful of a 3 matches to one lead at lunch. Disappointingly, where earlier Kent had looked in control, errors started to creep into their game and all the first three matches went down to the 18th. Unfortunately, Kent only managed to win one match via Johnson/ Cozens with both Saunders/Buckland and Wilson/Colegate losing. Now it was Surrey who felt confident of a 3 to 1 lead at lunch. However, with the well known fighting spirit of  Plant/O'Connell again in evidence, the Kent pair won 4 out of the last 6 holes to gain a one up victory. With all four matches going down to the 18th, two all was a fair result.

Kent went into the afternoon singles full of hope and again the overall the match was evenly balanced through the front nine. However, with Surrey's Andrew Cooley playing unbelievable golf being 6 under par through 12, Surrey gained the first point of the afternoon. Kent's mid order unfortunately could not match the determined efforts from Surrey losing 4 matches  on  the 17th with only Saunders and O'Connell gaining halves. Final result; a 9 matches to 3 win for Surrey. Given our position at the halfway stage a disappointing  result for  Kent but a deserved victory for Surrey.

Both Counties thanked  Hankley Common and their members for the use of their excellent facilities and wished each other the best in their remaining fixtures.

